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Legislative:  The State’s bicameral Legislative Branch, which consists of a total of 120 members from 40 legislative districts with 
elections held in odd-numbered years, meets in annual sessions in Trenton, the State’s capital.  The 40 members of the State 
Senate are elected to terms of four years, except for the election following a decennial census, in which case the term is for two 
years.  The 80 members of the General Assembly are elected to terms of two years.  Neither State Senators nor Assembly 
Members are subject to term limits.  The Office of Legislative Services (OLS) is a nonpartisan agency that provides legislators 
with legal, fiscal, research, information, and administrative services.  Key OLS positions include an executive director, a 
legislative counsel, the state auditor, a legislative budget and finance officer, a director of central staff, a director of data 
management, and a director of administration. 

Executive:  The Office of the Chief Executive, which oversees the entire Executive Branch, consists of the Governor, the 
Lieutenant Governor, Cabinet-level department heads, and staff who are responsible for carrying out the Governor’s 
constitutional powers and duties.  Upon direct election by a plurality of the State’s voters, both the Governor and the Lieutenant 
Governor may serve two successive terms of four years.  With the exception of the Secretary of Agriculture, who is chosen by the 
Board of Agriculture with the Governor’s approval, the New Jersey State Constitution grants the Governor the authority to 
appoint the entire cabinet as well as all Superior Court Judges and county prosecutors, subject to confirmation by the New Jersey 
Senate.  Department heads remain in office until their successors are named and confirmed by the Senate; the only exceptions are 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of State, who are appointed to serve throughout the Governor’s entire term.  Although the 
State Constitution permits a maximum of 20 departments, the State’s payroll consisted of approximately 56,700 employees in 15 
departments as of January 2015.  The Executive Branch also oversees the performance of 565 municipalities and 600 school 
districts, and the incarceration and rehabilitation of approximately 18,900 prisoners.  In addition to reliable transportation and 
protection for the State’s citizenry and environment, the Executive Branch provides social services for one out of every six New 
Jersey citizens. 

Judicial:  New Jersey’s Supreme Court consists of a Chief Justice, who is the administrative head of all courts under the State’s 
jurisdiction, as well as six Associate Justices.  In addition to Municipal and Tax Courts located throughout the State, there are 
Superior Courts, with a minimum of two Judges, in each of New Jersey’s 21 counties.  After nomination by the Governor and 
subsequent confirmation by the State Senate, all Supreme Court Justices and Superior Court Judges serve initial terms of seven 
years.  Should they be deemed eligible by both the Governor and the State Senate, Supreme Court Justices and Superior Court 
Judges acquire tenure with retirement at age 70 as mandated by the State Constitution.  For purposes of judicial administration, 
the State is divided into 15 vicinages, each consisting of a single county or a combination of counties.  The Administrative Office 
of the Courts provides support services.  Approximately 7.4 million new cases are filed in New Jersey’s courts every year, 
including 6.5 million in Municipal Court and 0.9 million in Superior Court.  These cases address matters concerning civil, 
criminal, and family law. 


